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the whole these measures were meant to distribute more evenly
the opportunities of higher education, and especially to reduce
to smaller proportions the * privilege' enjoyed by the students of
the Classical Lyceum.
Was this a new system of education? Bottai had clearly
expressed the view that, in order to change the schools, the mind
and methods of the teachers had to be changed more than the
institutions. He did not give any assistance to this end. The only
article of the Charter of Labour dealing with the teachers is quite
empty of any constructive meaning. The schools, he said, must
cease to be reserved to the middle classes, as they have always
been, and more than ever under Gentile's reform. The solution
hinted at in the introductory articles is to lie in the 'State
Colleges'; but nothing is said about them in the rest of the
Charter of Labour; and what Bottai said in the report to the
Grand Council showed that they were no solution at all; he
thought of reforming to that end the existing National and other
boarding-schools. Specially gifted pupils should be chosen
among the children of the post-elementary Artisan Schools to
be trained there in order that they might enter the higher schools.
It is clear that only a very small minority of the' have-nots' would
have any chance of competing with those whose families could
pay.
The introduction of manual work could change the face of the
schools only if it were done on a very large scale; no hint of that
was given in the School Charter. Almost all the institutions
remained practically as they were before; the alterations were
never of a substantial character. Some of them might be benefi-
cial, others might lead to disorder and confusion. The 'new'
schools appeared to be again the' old', undergoing another series
of 'retouches' of the kind to which they had been accustomed
since their birth. The penetration of Fascist ideals and methods
was noticeable only in the conception ofcscholastic service' and
in the re-statement of the importance of the E.N.LM.S. Even
the School Charter failed to make a revolution in the Italian
educational system.